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[bookmark: _Hlk482276457] Resource     Read through the information below, all about the life of Pablo Fanque. Why was his contribution to Victorian society so surprising?
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Pictured above: A poster from the Barnum & Bailey circus in America.
Source: Boston Public Library
Fanque’s circus travelled all over the country, often as far as Ireland, although performances were mainly in Yorkshire and Lancashire. A purpose-built auditorium in Manchester could hold an audience of more than 3,000 people. His horse shows rivalled those in Barnum’s circus in America.

Pablo performed his first equestrian stunts and deft tight-rope walking in Hull at the age of 11. He was passionate about bringing the circus to all sectors of society. He gained a following amongst influential people due to his feats of horsemanship and is known to have ridden out with the Duke of Wellington in Hyde Park. He performed for Queen Victoria on his black mare, Beda in 1847. The following year, his wife was killed in one of his own circus performances.
Where his new name came from is a mystery!
Pablo Fanque was born as William Darby. His date of birth was believed to be 30 March 1810 in Norwich, England. He died in Stockport on 6th May 1871.
Fanque had over 30 horses in his troupe.
Pablo Fanque was the first non-white circus owner in Britain.
Pablo’s circus was the most popular circus in Victorian times for over 30 years, during the golden age of ‘The Big Top’.
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