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What’s going on?
Black History Month was launched in February 1970 in the United States. It was originally formed to recognise the contributions that Afro-Americans made to society throughout American history. Britain adopted the movement in October 1987, launching it into schools in London. This October 2020, the Black Lives Matter movement has raised the profile of Black History Month. It is officially recognised by governments in the UK, Ireland, Canada, the Netherlands and the United States. Throughout this month, the achievements and influence of black people from all cultures and countries around the world are being celebrated widely in schools and colleges, museums, libraries and galleries. 
Question:
Who was Pablo Fanque?
Listen, think, share
· Look at the poster image. Discuss what you can see. How long ago do you think this man lived? Why? What do you think he did for a living? What do you think he was famous for? What else would you like to know about this man’s life? 
· Explain that the poster shows a photo of Pablo Fanque, who was the owner of a very popular circus in Britain in Victorian times. Have you ever been to a circus? Discuss any experiences of visits to the circus. What did you see? Did you enjoy it?
· Explain that a circus is a travelling company of acrobats, clowns, and other entertainers that give performances, typically in a large tent, in a series of different places. Circuses attracted huge audiences when they travelled to local towns in Victorian times (1837-1901). A circus parade entering a town would often be spectacular, including a menagerie of exotic animals, horses and acrobats performing stunts, characters in colourful costumes and musical bands. Travelling circus life could also be hard. Performers trained their own animals and learnt their own dangerous tricks. Many people died in accidents or when stages collapsed.
· Pablo Fanque’s circus was very similar to the one shown in the film, ‘The Greatest Showman’ in 2017. The unusual performers became part of Pablo’s circus ‘family’. Why were the different performers in the film attracted to working in P T Barnum’s circus in the film?
· Would you have liked a job in the circus? Why? Why do you think circuses are no longer as popular now as they were 200 years ago?
· Watch the video link about the life of black Victorian circus owner, Pablo Fanque. What is surprising about his life story? What did he do that most other circus performers hadn’t done before him? Why was he considered to be such an influence at the time?
· Read the resource about Pablo Fanque’s life. What do you think is his greatest achievement? What will he be remembered for the most?

Reflection
Black History Month helps us to think about the influence that one person can have on the lives of others. We can all make a positive difference to the people around us by what we say and do. 
Challenge
Can you find out and create a fact file about another influential black figure from history e.g. Harriet Tubman, Dr Harold Moody or Nelson Mandela?

Web Links
Useful video - Pablo Fanque - The greatest Victorian showman
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-pablo-fanque-the-greatest-victorian-showman/zhcf6v4
Research link 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/black-history-month-primary-and-secondary-resources/zjwf8xs
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