
‘Welcoming your 
children to Upper Key 

Stage 2’ 



Objectives of this morning 

• Meet the teaching team at UKS2 

•Where to find out about what your 
child is learning 

•Home Learning 

•Expectations for Years 5 and 6 

•Trips, activities and Y6 Residential 



Who works in UKS2? 
Mrs Burrows–Class 5 Teacher 
Mrs Gilbert– Class 5 TA 
Mrs M Rogers & Mrs Coombes– Class 5/6 
Teachers 
Mrs T McCann  & Mrs Sadler– Class 6 Teachers 
Mrs Smith– Class 6 TA 



• Handwriting needs to be legible and show 
the ability to join clearly.  To gain Greater 
Depth in NCT at Y6, the writing must be 
joined. 

• Spellings on the Year 5/6 list contain some 
rather tricky spellings.  A copy is on our 
website. Spelling need to be mostly correct 
in creative and free writing. 

• Learn their weekly spellings. 

 
 

Expectations  in English - 
writing 



• Punctuation showing use of commas to clarify 
meaning, hyphens, brackets, dashes or commas 
to indicate parenthesis, semicolons, colons and 
bullet points. 

• Grammar & Vocab showing formal and informal 
speech and writing, including subjunctive forms, 
various verb tenses, expanded noun phrases to 
convey complicated information concisely, modal 
verbs or adverbs, relative clauses beginning with 
who, which, where, when, whose, that or with 
an implied and relative pronouns.  

 
 

Expectations  in English - 
writing 



• Read every day, doesn't have to be a book, could 
be a newspaper of magazine. 

• Be able to apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes  

• Read aloud and understand the meaning of new 
words that they meet 

• Express their opinion on what they have read, 
discuss character and plot development. 

 
 

Expectations  in English - 
reading 



• Every child by the time they leave Year 4 is 
expected to know all of their times tables up to 12 
x 12.  

• In UKS2 knowing your times tables is a non-
negotiable as so much of our maths curriculum 
relies on children having a secure knowledge and 
quick recall of these number facts. 

• Complete their Mathletics tasks each week. 
 

Expectations  in Maths 



‘Topic Webs , Home 
Learning & Knowledge 

Organisers’ 

-working  in partnership with you to 
ensure that all of our pupils enjoy 

learning and are curious.  



Navigating our Website 
Since September 2014, we have been posting all of 
our Topic Webs & Home Learning tasks on our 
school website. At the beginning of each half term, 
you can see a copy of the Topic Web for UKS2. From 
the Home page click the ‘Curriculum’ tab  



From here you can select 
your child’s key stage to 
download a copy of the 
current topic web. 
Here you will also find 
other information about 
the structure of the 
curriculum here at West 
Kirby Primary School. 



Topic Web 
This also shows any 
planned school 
trips. This year we 
are going to The 
Floral Pavilion, 
Quarry Bank Mill 
and Chester Zoo, as 
well as the Y6 
Residential to 
Anglesey and 
Bikeability,  Beach 
Day and Water 
sports for Y5. 



Our  Creative Curriculum 
2019-2020 

•Autumn Term – The Victorians 
& a short topic on Easter Europe 

 

•Spring Term – The Rainforest 

 

•Summer Term – Ancient Egypt 

 
• English and different subjects are linked together to support the 
development of the children’s learning. 

• Computing is also used to develop the themes, but we also include 
teaching Internet Safety. 

 

 

 



Navigating our Website 
At the beginning of each half term, you can see a list 
of Home Learning tasks set. From the Home page 
click the ‘Home Learning’ tab  



From here you can select 
your child’s key stage to 
download a copy of their 
Home Learning.  

There are also links to 
Mathletics and Animal 
Awards 



Why do we have Home Learning? 

• To reinforce learning, develop skills and increase 
self confidence/self esteem. 
 
• To give parents an opportunity to engage with 
their child’s learning, provide support and have 
realistic and ambitious expectations. 
 
• To encourage children to become independent 
learners for life. 
 



We have tried to balance the diverse 
views of parents and children relating to 
homework by setting some regular routine 
tasks to practise key skills as well as a 
variety of cross curricular challenges 
designed to be fun.  
We also include some optional extras for 
those who want a bit more… 



The Structure of 
Home Learning at 

West Kirby Primary 
School 

 



The first page  
important dates and 
information as well as 
showing which topic 
children are studying 
that half term.  



Following this is a 
Knowledge 
Organiser, which 
the children will 
also use in school. 



Next are the weekly reading, maths and 
spelling tasks to be completed together with a 
reminder of the home learning week and 
spelling test date. 



Finally, some 
suggested activities 
that you may want to 
complete with your 
child. 



In Upper Key Stage Two we would like children to 
read for 20 minutes per evening.  
 
As a minimum all children in Upper Key Stage 2 
should talk to an adult about what they are reading 
twice a week. 
 
Please encourage your child to read as wide a variety 
of books as possible – they need to hone their reading 
skills across a wide range of genres and text types. 
 

Reading at Key Stage 2 
 



Library Jane! 

• Part time qualified children’s librarian  

• Role - to promote the love of reading 
and reading for pleasure throughout 
the whole school 

• Select, purchase and maintain stock 
that meets the needs of our children 

 

 

 



School Library 

Library clubs 

Weekly library sessions 

Book promotion 

1:1 reading and reading groups 

Track reading 

Identify problems and reluctant readers 

Encourage reading at greater depth 

Purchase stock to suit readers 

Fund raising for book stock – book fairs and sales 



Reading For Pleasure 

• Evidence suggests that RFP every day not only perform 
better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also 
develop a broader vocabulary, increased general 
knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. 

• Reading is the foundation of your ability to learn and 
function properly in an ever-changing society 

• There is approx. 40% more language in a book than in 
everyday speech 

• Research proves that children who enjoy reading do 
better at school in all subjects 

• Children who are exposed to books have better 
vocabulary, higher literacy, pay attention and 
concentrate better 

 

 



What You Can Do To Help 

• Read to your child for as long as you can 
• Create a literacy-friendly home – read to, access to 

books, variety of books 
• Create ‘Reading Hygiene’ – regular time for stories and 

reading 
• Create opportunities for reading and books – trains, 

planes and automobiles, waiting rooms etc  
• Help to increase concentration and reading stamina 
• Help to bring books and stories alive 
• Visit libraries and book stores as a day out/treat 
• Try to read the book your child is reading before, 

during or after – talk a bout the plot, the characters etc 



Mathletics at Key Stage 2 

The aims for using Mathletics 
  
• For the children to feel more confident with 
their Maths ability in solving calculations and 
working through problems. 
  
•To be able to consolidate their Maths strategies 
and identify any gaps in their learning.  
 

•To reinforce the topics covered in school. 



Spelling at Key Stage 2 

Our spellings link with the requirements of the 
National Curriculum for KS2 

 

Children are required to be able to spell  words 
from the list of common exception words for their 
phase and all the phases below, and to be able to 
use their knowledge of spelling rules to add 
prefixes and suffixes to root words. 

 

Under the Curriculum tab on our Home Page you 
will find a link to English, Maths, Reading and 
Spelling and further support in each of these areas. 



Red Book Bag, library books and 
the Home Learning Diary 

• Red Book Bag should be returned to school every week on 
a Thursday with your child’s library books ,any Home 
Learning Tasks they have completed and their Home 
Learning Diary. 

• Every child in Year 5 and 6 will be expected to bring in the 
Home Learning Diary so that class teachers can keep track 
of home learning and respond to any comments or queries 
you have. 

• We ask parents to sign to say which activities have been 
completed each week and to make a note if any difficulties 
were encountered or if you have any queries. 

• In Years 5 and 6 the children are asked to keep their own 
record of what they have completed during the week.  



PE & Swimming 

• Children will participate in PE lessons every week and so will 
require a PE Kit to be in school. 

• Our PE Kit is a pale blue t-shirt, navy shorts and black pumps.  

• Please can you ensure your child has a PE kit in school in a 
pump bag for their weekly lesson. Please don’t encourage your 
child to bring their PE kit in a backpack as our cloakrooms do 
not have the storage to accommodate this.  

• During outdoor PE lessons, and when the weather becomes 
colder we may ask your child to bring in leggings or joggers 
and a pair of trainers. 

• Your child will participate in a 2 week swimming block. This 
means they will go swimming every day for two weeks and so 
will need a swimming kit in school every day during this time. 



Rewards and Sanctions 
• Children are awarded team points for good work, behaviour and 

displaying good manners or kindness to others. 

• These are totalled weekly and the team with the greatest amount of 
team points each term receive extra play time. 

• Throughout the school we follow the same behaviour management 
system so all children are familiar with it. Everyone starts the day in 
green zone. Children are asked to move their name below the line in 
green zone or to orange or red zones depending on the nature or 
severity of the sanction deemed necessary by their class teacher or any 
member of staff for any incident that is not in line with our Code of 
Conduct.  

• Children whose names move to orange or red miss some of their play 
time. 

• Children who stay in the Green Zone for the half term receive an extra 
play time, during which time those with orange and red cards reflect 
on their actions.  



Keeping in Contact 
• Phone, text or email the school office 

• In the playground at the end of the day 

• Make an appointment to come in and see us 
before or after school  

• Use the Home Learning Diary as a point of contact 
-we will respond to your messages. 



Thank you all for attending this 
morning and for supporting               

the Upper KS2 teaching team at  
West Kirby Primary.  

We really hope that your child 
enjoys their time in UKS2 and that 

they really achieve their best in 
class. 

 
 


