
‘Home Learning’ 

- working  in partnership with you to ensure that all of 
our pupils enjoy learning and are curious.  



Objectives of this meeting 
• Why do we have Home Learning? 
• Where to find it on our website. 
• The structure of Home Learning for     Key Stage 1 
pupils at West Kirby Primary School. 
• Ideas to support 
 reading and spelling.  



Why do we have Home Learning? 
• To reinforce learning, develop skills and increase self confidence/self 
esteem. 
 
• To give parents an opportunity to engage with their child’s learning, 
provide support and have realistic and ambitious expectations. 
 
• To encourage children to become independent learners for life.  
 



Navigating our Website 
Since September 2014, we have been posting all of our home learning tasks on 
our school website and provide paper copies on request.  
At the beginning of each half term, you can see a list of tasks set. From the 
Home page click the ‘Home Learning’ tab  



From here you can select your child’s 
key stage to download a copy of their 
Home Learning.  

There are also links to Mathletics and 
Animal Awards 



The Structure of Home 
Learning at West Kirby 

Primary School 
 



The first page gives important dates 
and information as well as showing 
which topic children are studying 
that half term.  



Following this are the tasks that 
should be completed by the end 
of the term. 
 
Cross Curricular Tasks have been 
designed to enable all children 
the opportunity to apply their 
learning and showcase their 
talents in other areas of the 
curriculum. Completed cross curricular tasks should 

be brought to school each week in the red 
reading bags. We celebrate the work the 
children undertake at home. 



Cross Curricular Tasks 
• Ideally we would like children to complete 1 cross curricular task each 

week.  
• There are enough planned tasks to accommodate this. 
• The optional extras have been designed for those children who have 

extra time or the desire to undertake more tasks.  



Next are the weekly reading, maths and spelling tasks to be 
completed. 



Mathletics at Key Stage 1 
The aims for using Mathletics: 
 
 
• For the children to feel more confident with their Maths ability in solving 
calculations and working through problems. 
•To be able to consolidate their Maths strategies and identify any gaps in their 
learning.  
•To reinforce the topics covered in school. 
•If children want to do more they can try Mathletics live. 
•If you feel the level of challenge in the questions seems to easy for your child, 
let us know and we can alter the level for you.  
 



• In Key Stage 1 we would like all children to read to an adult for at least 5 
minutes per evening.  

 
• It is important to encourage and support your child to use their phonics to 

read new or unfamiliar words by segmenting the word into its component 
sounds (phonemes) and then blending the sounds together fully to read the 
whole word. 

Eg        ch__i__n = chin/ b__e__n__ch = bench /   
                            f__l__oa__t = float 
 
• It is important that we all model the correct use of pure sounds when 

decoding words Eg ‘t’ not ‘ter’  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Xv86tGhyPI  
 
 
 

Reading at Key Stage 1 
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• By the end of the month we aim to send home a phonics keyring with your child that 
contains all the phonemes that your child has been taught so far. 
 

• On the back of each sound (phoneme) will be an example word to help you model the 
correct pronunciation of each sound (phoneme) within a word. 
 

• In school, children apply their increasing phonic knowledge to read both real and 
nonsense words. 

 
Eg     s__l__ee__p = sleep       (Is it a real word? Yes!) 
        g__ee__m = geem          (Is it a real word? No!) 

Helping with phonics  
 



• To accompany each phonics phase taught, there are a group of tricky words 
which can’t be sounded out that children have to learn to read. 
 

• We will also be sending home sets of tricky words on flashcards with your 
child for you to help them learn to read (and spell). 

 
•  Eg Phase 3 tricky words 

 
• At the end, we have included   

suggestions for games to play 

Helping with tricky words  
 



• Children should bring their red book bags into school every day so they are 
available for extra reading at any point during the day. We try to squeeze in as 
much reading as we can! 
 

• Reading books will be changed at least once a week (on a Wednesday), with free 
reader books available for changing on a Monday and Friday. 
 

• Library books will be changed with a parent volunteer every Wednesday. 
                                              

 

 
Red book bags  

 



• It is important for early stage readers to re-read their books as many 
times as possible. 
 

• 1st Read  – to decode new words 
• 2nd Read  – to remember new words 
• 3rd Read  – to practice new words 
• 4th Read or more - to read for fluency, meaning and to develop 

expression. 
 
 

Home/school Reading Books 
 



It is also important to:- 
 
- Ask questions about what your child has read (or what you have read to them). 
- Question and discuss new or unknown vocabulary. 
- Encourage your child to explain their opinions and express their feelings about 

books they have read (or listened to). 
- Predict what might happen next, based on what has been read so far. 
- Read (or listen) to a range of text types – fictions, non-fiction, poetry, plays, 

leaflets, posters, signs etc.  
 
 

Helping your child whilst Reading  
 



 
• A bedtime story routine is a great way to provide your children with the 

opportunity to listen and grow to love a wide variety of books as well as happy 
memories of time close to you. 
 

• The level of books used can be beyond what your child may be able to 
independently read. 
 
 

Story Time 
 



Spelling in school at Key Stage 1 

• After much consideration the children in KS1 will no longer have a formal 
weekly spelling test. 

• Instead teachers will assess children’s application of spellings and spelling rules 
during daily English and phonics lessons. 

• If you know that your child finds spelling tricky, or they are finding a 
particular spelling pattern tricky, try to learn 3 words initially, and then 5 and 
more if you can. 

• As an extra challenge encourage your child to apply their spellings by writing 
them in sentences. 



Spelling homework at Key Stage 1 
• Our spelling lists link with the requirements of the National Curriculum for KS1. 
• Children are required to be able to spell words from the list of common exception 

words for their year group and all of the previous year groups. 
• This week, we will be sending home spelling mats with the Y1 or Y1/Y2 common 

exception words  (that don’t follow the usual spelling rules) on. These are the words 
the National Curriculum expects children to be able to spell confidently at the end of 
each year group. 

• We recognise that some children may  
    find this easy and some will find this  
    much harder  

 



Home School Comment Books 
• Please sign the Home School Comment Book each week and write a 

comment to indicate how your child is doing at home with their varied 
Home Learning Tasks. 

 
 
• Staff read the Comment Books 
every week and will respond to any questions/queries you may have. 



Communication 
• We value our partnership with you and can usually be available to meet you just before or after 

at the end of the school day – please ask at the door in the morning or contact the school office 
to arrange this 

 
• Each teacher will now be on morning  

door duty at least once a week  
at the start of the day.  
 

• Please pass on any daily messages each day to the adult on duty at the KS1 door. These 
messages will be passed to the appropriate teacher. 
 

• We hope you will find a benefit to seeing KS1 teachers more often at the beginning of the day. 
 
 



• We need a team a willing volunteers to help us make and prepare the sets of 
phonic keyrings, common exception word mats and tricky word flashcards. 
 

• If you are available and would like to help, please sign your name to the 
volunteers sheet on your way out of the hall.   

Volunteers 
 



Thank you all for attending this 
meeting and supporting learning at  

West Kirby Primary School. 
 
 


