WEST KIRBY PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER


January 26th 2012
Dear Parents,
Thank you for your kind gifts to the staff during the Christmas period which were much appreciated. I hope you enjoyed family time together and a very HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all.
Stranger Danger
Unfortunately, this year has begun with a number of reported incidents of which you have been informed. The police have asked me to reassure you that they are aware, vigilant, and need to know if there are any further incidents. As a school, we will keep you informed.
Clubs this term

Recorders Beginners - Tuesday 12.00 -1pm 
Recorders Advanced – Thursday 12.00 – 12.30pm 

Book Club- Tuesday 12.30-1pm Y4-6

Mathletics- Wednesday 12.30-1pm Y1-Y6

Email India- Wednesday and Friday 12.30-1pm Y4
Gymnastics- Wednesday 3.30-4.30 Y3-6

Art club – Monday 12.00 – 12.30pm
Knitting club- Y6 Wednesday
Gardening club- Y3/4 Wednesday pm
Early birds revision- Y6 8.30-8.50am daily

Thank you to all of the staff providing these clubs in their own time

Volunteers to walk to the pool

Thank you to all who have volunteered and provided help already this term. We are looking for just a few more people to escort our second group of Year 3 & 4 children walking to the Concourse on a Wednesday morning: this group leaves school at about 9.10am. If anyone can stay until the children return, or meet us at the Concourse to return at about 10.15am, please have a word with the class teachers or school office. We do rely on this help to escort the children safely and ask that regular volunteers commit to each week for the term and let the office know if you are unable to attend so we can find a replacement. 
Book fair
Instead of inviting a publisher to run this for us, in response to parent feedback last year, we have decided to run our own Second-hand Book Fair this term. We are planning to our Book Fair in March recycling second hand books to coincide with World Book Day. Please bring in any books you have finished with after half term.
We are also interested in your views on the new Puffin Book club- children brought home their latest selection earlier this week.
Caretaker retirement

Mr Coyle is planning to retire on Friday March 9th after 21 years of working for our school. We will miss him and are planning a farewell assembly on his last day at 9.15am. We don’t have much space but if you would like to join us, please let the school office know. We will offer seats on a first come first served basis and 
will endeavour to accommodate as many of you as we safely can.
If you would like to make a contribution to a farewell gift, please place it in a sealed envelope marked Mr Coyle and hand it into the office.

Caretaker and Midday Assistant vacancies

Mr Coyle’s retirement leaves two vacancies. The caretaker post is currently advertised on the Wirral website www.wirral.gov.uk and the Midday Assistant post will follow shortly if anyone is interested.
Website/ Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)
You have probably noticed that our school website only has very basic information on it. We are in the process of developing a Virtual Learning Environment. This will operate in a similar way in terms of providing information, but will also allow us to operate more interactively with you as well as allowing children to continue working at home on something they have begun in school. It is an exciting development for us so watch this space! If you put our school name plus VLE into a search engine, you can have a look- but please bear in mind it is early days for us!
Photographs in school

Thanks to our PTA for providing every class with a camera which can be used to record learning and day-to-day events. Classes are taking turns to share some of their photographs each week in our Friday assemblies this term giving us all a glimpse into the life of each class.
We have already received consent forms from most of you but have not posted photographs of the children previously. In line with Local Authority guidance, no names will be attached to photographs on display in school or on our website/ VLE.  Please inform us if you have any concerns.
Chinese New Year 

It was great to see so many children enjoying our Chinese banquet today to celebrate the Year of the Dragon.
Thanks to the Kitchen Team for all your hard work and for providing a delicious meal.

If you have not had a chance to meet the wonderful and enormous dragon created by our Foundation Stage children last week, his photograph is already on the VLE if you click on the Foundation Stage tab on the left hand side of the home page.
Proposed Development opposite Concourse

Any parents interested in discussing the proposed development opposite the Concourse are invited to a meeting with Mr Steven Eaves from Wirral Partnership Homes, Assistant Director to Development at school on Wednesday 8th February at 9.00am. 

Please let the office know by phone, email etc if you wish to attend.
Bike-it 
We are proud to inform you that we have recently received the silver Bike –it award in recognition of our continued commitment to the Bike-it Project. We demonstrated this by holding regular Bike-it Breakfasts, Ditch the Stabiliser and Cycling Improvement Sessions. We also participated in a Cycling Activity Day at Hilbre High School and came first in the competition.
We hope that many children will pedal or scoot to school whilst the weather is so mild.
Head lice

We have had a number of cases reported. Please check your children on a weekly basis by combing through. If you do find a case, please let us know- and please be aware that a single treatment is unlikely to clear the problem. You need to comb with a plastic nit comb every 3-4 days for the following fortnight.
Christmas Collections
Thank you to everyone who contributed. In total, we raised £314 for Oxfam and £420 for Claire House.
PTA
Thank you to our PTA and everyone who helped organise and run the Christmas Fair and to everyone who came along. Many people commented on how enjoyable it was- with a great community atmosphere as well as great music, food, crafts and activities.
This event also raised £1828 which will go towards a class set of lap tops to be used across the school.
The next PTA meeting will be held in school on Monday 6th February at 9am- everyone welcome.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs K Takashima

Headteacher
Dates for your Diary:

Spring term: 
Half Term

Monday 13th – Friday 17th February

Monday 20th February
School re-opens for children
Wednesday 29th February – 2nd March 3.30pm
Book Fair 
Thursday 8th March – 

M & M Production of ‘A Little Princess’
Tuesday 13th March

Class Photographs

Monday 19th – Wednesday 21st March – 
Parents Evenings
Friday 30th March

School closes
Easter Holiday
Monday 2nd – Friday 13th April

INSET DAY
Monday 16th April

Tuesday 17th April

School re-opens for children 
Half Term
Monday 4th – Friday 8th June

INSET DAY

Monday 11th June

Tuesday 12th June

School re-opens for children 
Friday 20th July

School closes for summer holidays
