WEST KIRBY PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER


October 20th 2011
Dear Parents,
At the end of a very busy start to the year, thank you for your support of our school. Any further comments or feedback in relation to our recent Ofsted inspection will be appreciated- there is a box in the School Office or please email.
Harvest Festival
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Harvest Festival this week and to the Salvation Army representatives who took part. There was a beautiful display of produce which has now been taken by The Salvation Army volunteers for distribution locally to those in need.

St John’s Hospice

This week we also had a visit from a representative of St John’s Hospice. She talked to the children about the huge number of volunteers needed to raise enough money to enable them to look after people who are very poorly. She asked the children to help by offering to do something at home (that they do not usually do!) in exchange for a donation to the Hospice fund.

Each child who brings in a donation (£1 was suggested) will also receive a star badge to wear in recognition of their support.
Christmas shoeboxes

Thank you to everyone who has filled a box with Christmas gifts to be sent to Eastern Europe via the Wallasey Rotary Club. We still have empty boxes if anyone else would like to fill one- just ask at the School Office. Please return them all to school by Friday 11th November ready to be collected.
Neighbourhood Planning Community meeting

We recently hosted a consultation meeting for parents here and last week our School Council representatives and Energy monitors also took part. Everyone was asked the same set of questions relating to our local area and how to improve services for the community.

If you were unable to attend but would like to take part, questionnaires are available from libraries, leisure centres, One Stop Shops and Council offices as well as on line: Wirral.gov.uk/neighbourhood. There is also a budget simulator on line which allows you to comment on spending priorities and explore the impact of different financial decisions on public services.
Mathletics
Just a reminder that this resource is available for your child to access on line at home. Ask the class teacher if you are unsure of the log-in details or if you cannot access the internet. Children using it regularly are really enjoying competing against themselves to improve their performance as well as playing against children around the world. One of our Year 6 girls achieved a score in the top 20 this week- Congratulations to Ellener Lewis.
School Lunches

The new menu will start after half term. The Kitchen Team will follow this as far as possible. Please feel free to order school meals on particular days for your child even if they usually bring a packed lunch.

Volunteers- we welcome any offers of help- please let us know if you have any regular time slots and/ or any special skills or talents our children could benefit from.
Please give details to the school office.
We would especially like:

· Someone to help another parent with Gardening Club on a Wednesday afternoon 

· Reading help for individual children for 15minutes, 3 times a week (training provided)

· Volunteers to be involved with Bike-it cycling skills
Request

If you happen to be having a clear out over half term, our Midday Team are looking for comics, annuals and toy cars. If you have any to spare, please bring them into school. They will be used by the children at lunchtimes.
Road closure
We have been asked to inform you that Bridge Road will be close between the junction with Orrysdale Road and the junction with Meols Drive form October 31st for about 7 weeks. There will be traffic diversions in operation so this area may become more congested than usual.

Curriculum Information 

An overview for this term will come home just after the holiday and then in the first week of the spring and summer terms.
PTA
Thank you to our PTA who are organising the Halloween Discos taking place after school tonight. Any additional parent helpers are much appreciated. If you stay you will be asked to help!
5-6pm 

Key Stage 1

6.30-8pm 
Key Stage 2

We are raising money towards a class set of lap tops to be used across the school in addition to the ICT suite which no longer has enough hours in the day to meet demand!

Please note the change of venue from The White Lion to the Dee Hotel for the next meeting at 8pm on Monday 7th November. All welcome to join us!
Yours sincerely,
Mrs K Takashima

Headteacher
Dates for Diary in Autumn Term:

Thursday 20th October –

Halloween discos- 
5-6pm 

Key Stage 1

6.30-8pm 
Key Stage 2

Friday 21st October – 

INSET Day

Half Term 24th – 28th October

Monday 31st October – 
School re-opens for children

Friday 4th November – 

M & M Production of ‘Beauty and the Beast’
Monday 7th November – 

PTA Meeting 8.00pm at the Dee Hotel
Friday 11th November – 

Individual Photographs

Friday 18th November – 

Year 5 and 6 Styal Mill

PTA Curry Night

Saturday 3rd December – 

Christmas Fair

Thursday 8th December – 

KS2 Carol service 1.45pm and 6.30pm
KS1 Christmas concert 9.15am

Foundation Stage Nativity 10.30am 
Monday 12th December – 

PTA Meeting 9.00am in school

Friday 16th December – 

School closes

Tuesday 3rd January 2012 – 

School re-opens for children

Future Dates:
Week Commencing 27th February – 

World Book Day – we will be organising our own

book sale this year – details to follow
Thursday 8th March – 

M & M Production of ‘A Little Princess’
Monday 19th – Wednesday 21st March – 
Parents Evenings
